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Since 2011, in an effort to improve transparency in college tuition prices for potential students and 
families, The Department of Education (ED) has been required to release six lists related to student 
costs at America’s colleges and universities. Using data collected by the National Center for 
Education Statistics (NCES) through the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS),3 
each list is generated annually and released via the publicly available College Affordability and 
Transparency Center (CATC) website by July 1. 

 
The following are the six annually published CATC lists: 

 
 Highest Tuition and Fees: A list of the 5 percent of institutions from each sector that have 
the highest tuition and required fees for the most recent academic year. 

 Highest Net Price: A list of the 5 percent of institutions from each sector that have the 
highest net price for the most recent academic year. 

 Lowest Tuition and Fees: A list of the 10 percent of institutions from each sector that have 
the lowest tuition and required fees for the most recent academic year. 

 Lowest Net Price: A list of the 10 percent of institutions from each sector that have the 
lowest net price for the most recent academic year. 

 Highest Increase in Tuition and Fees: A list of the 5 percent of institutions from each sector 
that have the largest (percentage) increase in tuition and required fees, expressed as a 
percentage change, over the most recent three-year period. 

 Highest Increase in Net Price: A list of the 5 percent of institutions from each sector that 
have the largest (percentage) increase in net price, expressed as a percentage change, over 
the most recent three-year period. 

The Highest Increase in Tuition and Fees and Highest Increase in Net Price lists were calculated for 
institutions that have full-time, first-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduate students. Each 
year, institutions on the Highest Increase in Tuition and Fees and Highest Increase in Net Price lists 
are required to provide additional information concerning college costs through the online CATEF. 
Institutions on both lists were required to complete a separate Collection Affordability and 
Transparency Explanation Form (CATEF) for each list. 
 

According to the Higher Education Act of 1965 Sec. 132 [20 U.S.C 1015a]: 

(1) IN GENERAL. — An institution shall not be placed on a list described in subparagraph (C) or (D) of 
subsection (c)(1), and shall not be subject to the reporting required under subsection (e), if the dollar 
amount of the institution’s increase in tuition and fees, or net price, as applicable, is less than $600 for 
the three-year period described in such subparagraph. 

(2) UPDATE. — Beginning in 2014, and every three years thereafter, the Secretary shall update the dollar 
amount described in paragraph (1) based on annual increases in inflation, using the Consumer Price 
Index for each of the three most recent preceding years. 
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For the following CATEF Report years, 2017, 2018, 2019, the Consumer Price Index should have been 
raised from $600 to $631. Upon review, it was found that the following institutions should have been 
excluded from the CATEF collection because their Tuition and Fees were less than $631. The Net Price 
lists were also reviewed and it was determined that none of the institutions that had completed the 
2017, 2018, & 2019 CATEF collections were below the $631 Consumer Price Index threshold. While the 
objective of this review was to remove institutions that did not meet the adjusted Consumer Price Index 
of $631 and adjust the reported cost area responses accordingly, we found that we 
mischaracterized the cost areas the original reports. Below are the corrected values for Tuition and 
Fees and Net Price cost areas, using the original data extract files to confirm, minus the newly 
excluded institutions. A link to the original responses is provided below each year section. 

 2017 CATEF Collection 

Affected Institutions 

Sector Sector 
name 

UnitID OPEID Name of 
institution 

State Calendar 
system 

2012-13 
Tuition 
and fees 

2014-15 
Tuition 
and fees 

3-Year
Dollar
Increase

Percent 
change 

4 Public, 
2-year

154642 00190100 Allen County 
Community 
College 

KS Academic $2,176 $2,784 $608 28% 

4 Public, 
2-year

199263 00703100 Pamlico 
Community 
College 

NC Academic $1,738 $2,347 $609 35% 

1 Public, 
4-year

133508 00147700 Florida 
SouthWestern 
State College 

FL Academic $2,728 $3,341 $613 23% 

2017 CATEF Report Amended 2017 CATEF Report 
Summary of Results 

Of the 567 required 2017 CATEF surveys, a total of 299 
institutions were identified on the Highest Increase in Tuition 
and Fees CATC list and 268 on the Highest Increase in Net Price 
CATC list—38 of which were on both lists. This collection year, 
100 percent of the institutions required to complete the CATEF 
did so. 
Number of institutions required to complete a 2017 CATEF 
form, by survey 

Tuition and Fees – 261 
Net Price – 230 
Both – 38 

Summary of Results 

Of the 563 required 2017 CATEF surveys, a total of 296 
institutions were identified on the Highest Increase in Tuition 
and Fees CATC list and 267 on the Highest Increase in Net Price 
CATC list—37 of which were on both lists. This collection year, 
100 percent of the institutions required to complete the CATEF 
did so. 
Number of institutions required to complete a 2017 CATEF 
form, by survey 

Tuition and Fees – 259 
Net Price – 230 
Both – 37 
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Calendar System 
 
Proportion of institutions required to complete the CATEF 
and IPEDS, by academic reporters and program reporters 
 
Academic Reporters - 58%  
Program Reporters - 42% 

Calendar System 
 
Percentage of institutions required to complete the CATEF 
and IPEDS, by academic reporters and program reporters 
 
Academic Reporters - 57%  
Program Reporters - 43% 

Sector 
 
CATEF responses were required by the top 5 percent of 
institutions with the largest percent increases and an increase 
of at least $600 from each sector, created by combining an 
institution’s control and level. For some sectors, such as 
Sector-9 (private for-profit, less-than-two-year), the top 5 
percent meant as many as 77 institutions were required to 
account for their increase in tuition and fees, whereas in 
Sector-8 (private not-for-profit, less-than-two-year) only three 
institutions constituted the top 5 percent for that list. Similarly, 
these same sectors represented the largest and smallest group 
of institutions on the Net Price list. 
 
Institutions that responded to the 2017 CATEF, by survey and 
institutional sector 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
Sector 1 – 32 
Sector 4 – 44 

Sector 
 
CATEF responses were required by the top 5 percent of 
institutions with the largest percent increases and an increase 
of at least $631 from each sector, created by combining an 
institution’s control and level. For some sectors, such as 
Sector-9 (private for-profit, less-than-two-year), the top 5 
percent meant as many as 77 institutions were required to 
account for their increase in tuition and fees, whereas in 
Sector-8 (private not-for-profit, less-than-two-year) only three 
institutions constituted the top 5 percent for that list. Similarly, 
these same sectors represented the largest and smallest group 
of institutions on the Net Price list. 
 
Institutions that responded to the 2017 CATEF, by survey and 
institutional sector 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
Sector 1 (Public, 4-year) – 31  
Sector 4 (Public, 2-year) – 42 

Analysis of Cost Areas 
Number of times each cost area was selected in the 2017 
CATEF, by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – 210 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 32 
(3) Instruction - 141 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
Fellowships - 23 
(5) Other expenses – 61 
(6) Research and public service – 34 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – 190 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 41 
(3) Instruction - 121 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
Fellowships - 21 
(5) Other expenses – 59 
(6) Research and public service – 39 

Analysis of Cost Areas 
Number of times each cost area was selected in the 2017 
CATEF, by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – 262 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 31 
(3) Instruction - 121 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
Fellowships - 26 
(5) Other expenses – 65 
(6) Research and public service - 55 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – 267 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 41 
(3) Instruction - 131 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
Fellowships - 27 
(5) Other expenses – 72 
(6) Research and public service – 54 
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Median cost area percent change in the 2017 CATEF, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 24% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 28% 
(3) Instruction – 19% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – 24% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 82% 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 27% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 19% 
(3) Instruction – 26% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – 61% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 74% 
 
Median cost area percent change per FTE in the 2017 CATEF, 
by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 25% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 35% 
(3) Instruction – 15% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – 34% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 100% 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 37% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 25% 
(3) Instruction – 31% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – 66% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 87% 
 
 
 

Median cost area percent change in the 2017 CATEF, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 24% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 41% 
(3) Instruction – 21% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – 30% 
(5) Other expenses – >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 37% 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 28% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 19% 
(3) Instruction – 27% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – >100% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 46% 
 
Median cost area percent change per FTE in the 2017 CATEF, 
by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 25% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 35% 
(3) Instruction – 16% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships  
and fellowships – 42% 
(5) Other expenses – >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 41% 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 39% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 25% 
(3) Instruction – 36% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – >100% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 43% 
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Median cost area dollar increases in the 2017 CATEF, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $310,024 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $209,958  
(3) Instruction – $296,289 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – $195,945 
(5) Other expenses - $378,814 
(6) Research and public service – $108,560 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $282,624 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $462,485 
(3) Instruction – $307,060 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – $264,198 
(5) Other expenses - $304,513 
(6) Research and public service – $81,380 
 
Median cost area dollar increases per FTE in the 2017 CATEF, 
by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $441 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $357 
(3) Instruction – $688 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – $300 
(5) Other expenses - $449 
(6) Research and public service – $111 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $608 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $419 
(3) Instruction – $1,085 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – $402 
(5) Other expenses - $1,221 
(6) Research and public service – $78 
 

Median cost area dollar increases in the 2017 CATEF, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $308,718 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $308,316 
(3) Instruction – $250,621 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – $98,658 
(5) Other expenses - $373,895 
(6) Research and public service – $15,950 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $275,579 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $462,485 
(3) Instruction – $273,785 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – $364,198 
(5) Other expenses - $283,467 
(6) Research and public service – $26,846 
 
Median cost area dollar increases per FTE in the 2017 CATEF, 
by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $449 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $384  
(3) Instruction – $744 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – $332 
(5) Other expenses - $456 
(6) Research and public service – $61 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $624 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $419 
(3) Instruction – $1,179 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships 
and fellowships – $402 
(5) Other expenses - $1,226 
(6) Research and public service – $33 
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The institutions that were required to complete both the Tuition & Fees and the Net Price survey have their own count under 
student charges labeled “Both”. These 38 institutions should have been removed from the individual Tuition & Fees/Net Price 
count to avoid any duplicates counts under Control of Student Charges. 
During the review of the Burden Estimates, it was found that the column labels on the 2017 CATEF report were flipped, labeling 
the Tuition & Fees column Net Price and vice versa. This explains the large variance between the original reported column and 
the amended column. 
Control of Student Charges 
 
Control of student charges on the 2017 CATEF, by survey: Are 
student charges (tuition and fee rates) within the exclusive 
control of the institution? 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
Yes – 242 
No –57 
 
Net Price: 
Yes – 220 
No – 48 
 
Institutions required to complete both surveys: 
Yes – 33 
No - 5 
 
Burden Estimate 
 
Average reported burden in hours, by survey and institutional 
sector 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
Public, 4-year – 6.10 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 3.24 
Private for-profit, 4-year – 3.15 
Public, 2-year – 3.99 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 4.20 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.63 
Public, less-than-2-year – 3.50 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 3.13 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.42 
 
Net Price: 
 
Public, 4-year – 3.72 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 3.97 
Private for-profit, 4-year – 3.14 
Public, 2-year – 3.63 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 3.50 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.64 
Public, less-than-2-year – 2.77 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 1.83 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.21 

Control of Student Charges 
 
Control of student charges on the 2017 CATEF, by survey: Are 
student charges (tuition and fee rates) within the exclusive 
control of the institution? 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
Yes – 207 
No -51 
 
Net Price: 
Yes – 186 
No – 43 
 
Institutions required to complete both surveys: 
Yes – 33 
No – 5 
 
Burden Estimate 
 
Average reported burden in hours, by survey and institutional 
sector 
 
Tuition & Fees: 
 
Public, 4-year – 3.79 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 3.97 
Private for-profit, 4-year – 3.14 
Public, 2-year – 3.69 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 3.50 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.64 
Public, less-than-2-year – 2.77 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 1.83 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.21 
 
Net Price: 
 
Public, 4-year – 6.26 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 3.24 
Private for-profit, 4-year – 3.15 
Public, 2-year – 3.99 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 4.20 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.63 
Public, less-than-2-year – 3.50 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 3.13 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.42 
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To view the original 2017 CATEF Report in its entirety, please visit 
https://collegecost.ed.gov/wwwroot/documents/CATEF_Summary_2017.pdf 
 

2018 CATEF Collection 

Affected Institutions  

Sector Sector 
name 

UnitID OPEID Name of 
institution 

State Calendar 
system 

2013-
14 
Tuition 
and 
fees 

2015-
16 
Tuition 
and 
fees 

3-Year 
Dollar 
Increase 

Percent 
change 

2 Private 
not-for-
profit,4-
year 

449348 03894300 Huntsville Bible 
College 

AL Academic $3,720 $4,320 $600 16% 

1 Public, 
4-year 

171483 00230200 Northwestern 
Michigan College 

MI Academic $2,724 $3,330 $606 22% 

4 Public, 
2-year 

154642 00190100 Allen County 
Community 
College 

KS Academic $2,304 $2,910 $606 26% 

7 Public, 
less 
than 2-
year 

486150 04194000 School District of 
Indian River 
County-Technical 
Center for 
Career and Adult 
Edu 

FL Program $973 $1,581 $608 62% 

1 Public, 
4-year 

139700 00950700 Georgia 
Highlands 
College 

GA Academic $2,493 $3,115 $622 25% 

 

2018 CATEF Report   Amended 2018 CATEF Report  
Summary of Results 
 
Of the 576 required 2018 CATEF surveys, a total of 297 
institutions were identified on the Highest Increase in 
Tuition and Fees CATC list and 279 on the Highest 
Increase in Net Price CATC list — 46 of which were on 
both lists. This collection year, 100 percent of the 
institutions required to complete the CATEF did so. 

Summary of Results 
 
Of the 571 required 2018 CATEF surveys, a total of 292 
institutions were identified on the Highest Increase in Tuition 
and Fees CATC list and 279 on the Highest Increase in Net 
Price CATC list — 46 of which were on both lists. This 
collection year, 100 percent of the institutions required to 
complete the CATEF did so. 

https://collegecost.ed.gov/wwwroot/documents/CATEF_Summary_2017.pdf
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Demographics 
 
Number of institutions required to complete a 2018 
College Affordability and Transparency Explanation 
Form, by survey 
 
Tuition and Fees – 251 
Net Price – 233 
Both - 46 

Demographics 
 
Number of institutions required to complete a 2018 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
 
Tuition and Fees – 246 
Net Price – 233 
Both - 46 

Sector  
 
Number of institutions that responded to the 2018 
College Affordability and Transparency Explanation 
Form, by survey and institutional sector 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
Sector 1 – 32 
Sector 2 – 64 
Sector 3 – 26 
Sector 4 – 42 
Sector 5 – 8 
Sector 6 – 35 
Sector 7 – 10 
Sector 8 – 5 
Sector 9 – 75 
 
Institutional sector percentages in the College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form and 
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System 
 
Sector 1 – 11% 
Sector 2 – 21% 
Sector 3 – 8% 
Sector 4 – 15% 
Sector 5 – 3% 
Sector 6 – 13% 
Sector 7 – 4% 
Sector 8 – 1% 
Sector 9 – 24% 
 

Sector 
 
Number of institutions that responded to the 2018 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
and institutional sector 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
Sector 1 (Public, 4-year) – 30 
Sector 2 (Private not-for-profit, 4-year) – 63 
Sector 3 (Private for-profit, 4-year) – 26 
Sector 4 (Public, 2-year) – 41 
Sector 5 (Private not-for-profit, 2-year) – 8 
Sector 6 (Private for-profit, 2-year) – 35 
Sector 7 (Public, less-than-2-year) – 9 
Sector 8 (Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year) – 5 
Sector 9 (Private for-profit, less-than-2-year) – 75 
 
Institutional sector percentages in the College Affordability 
and Transparency Explanation Form and Integrated 
Postsecondary Education Data System 
 
Sector 1 (Public, 4-year) – 11% 
Sector 2 (Private not-for-profit, 4-year) – 21% 
Sector 3 (Private for-profit, 4-year) – 9% 
Sector 4 (Public, 2-year) – 15% 
Sector 5 (Private not-for-profit, 2-year) – 3% 
Sector 6 (Private for-profit, 2-year) – 12% 
Sector 7 (Public, less-than-2-year) – 3% 
Sector 8 (Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year) – 1% 
Sector 9 (Private for-profit, less-than-2-year) – 24% 
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Analysis of Cost Areas 
 
Number of times each cost area was selected in the 
2018 College Affordability and Transparency 
Explanation Form, by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – 227 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 29 
(3) Instruction – 113 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – 53 
(5) Other expenses - 89 
(6) Research and public service – 39 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – 203 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 57 
(3) Instruction – 131 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – 39 
(5) Other expenses – 77 
(6) Research and public service – 44 
 
Median cost area percent change in the 2018 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – 33% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 35% 
(3) Instruction – 22% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – 34% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 53% 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – 25% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 53% 
(3) Instruction – 27% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – 11% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 58% 

Analysis of Cost Areas 
 
Number of times each cost area was selected in the 2018 
College Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 326 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 27 
(3) Instruction – 96 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 
36 
(5) Other expenses - 81 
(6) Research and public service – 41 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 264 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 57 
(3) Instruction – 124 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships –
24 
(5) Other expenses - 77 
(6) Research and public service – 49 
 
Median cost area percent change in the 2018 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 34% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 37% 
(3) Instruction – 21% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 
60% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 69% 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 27% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 53% 
(3) Instruction – 27% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 
39% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 77% 
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Median cost area percent change per full-time 
equivalent student in the 2018 College Affordability 
and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey and 
cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – 54% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 50% 
(3) Instruction – 21% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – 23% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 68% 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – 30% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 43% 
(3) Instruction – 25% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – 15% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 71% 
 
Median cost area dollar increases in the 2018 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – $274,354 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $173,822 
(3) Instruction – $257,814 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – $73,652 
(5) Other expenses – $228,977 
(6) Research and public service – $264,713 
 
Net Price 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – $395,193 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $466,864 
(3) Instruction – $247,563 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – $20,272 
(5) Other expenses – $363,691 
(6) Research and public service – $221,031 
 

Median cost area percent change per full-time equivalent 
student in the 2018 College Affordability and Transparency 
Explanation Form, by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 51% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 54% 
(3) Instruction – 21% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 
60% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 68% 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – 30% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 43% 
(3) Instruction – 22% 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 
51% 
(5) Other expenses - >100% 
(6) Research and public service – 70% 
 
Median cost area dollar increases in the 2018 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $161,721 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $198,184 
(3) Instruction – $253,834 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 
$372,459 
(5) Other expenses - >$222,536 
(6) Research and public service – $264,713 
 
Net Price 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $307,052 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $466,864 
(3) Instruction – $247,563 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 
$104,735 
(5) Other expenses – $363,691 
(6) Research and public service – $214,721 
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Median cost area dollar increases per full-time 
equivalent student in the 2018 College Affordability 
and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey and 
cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – $821 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $215 
(3) Instruction – $769 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – $106 
(5) Other expenses – $631 
(6) Research and public service – $254 
 
Net Price 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and 
institutional support – $695 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $228 
(3) Instruction – $1,033 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – $48 
(5) Other expenses – $867 
(6) Research and public service – $96 
 

Median cost area dollar increases per full-time equivalent 
student in the 2018 College Affordability and Transparency 
Explanation Form, by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $428 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $218 
(3) Instruction – $767 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 
$222 
(5) Other expenses – $606 
(6) Research and public service – $254 
 
Net Price 
 
(1) Academic support, student services, and institutional 
support – $457 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – $228 
(3) Instruction – $1,033 
(4) Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 
$467 
(5) Other expenses – $867 
(6) Research and public service – $81 
 
 

The institutions that were required to complete both the Tuition & Fees and the Net Price survey have their own count 
under student charges labeled “Both.” These 46 institutions should have been removed from the Tuition & Fees and 
Net Price only count, to avoid any duplicated counts under Control of Student Charges. 
 
Control of Student Charges 
 
Control of student charges on the 2018 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by 
survey 
 
Are student charges (tuition and fee rates) 
within the exclusive control of the institution? 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
Yes – 245 
No – 52 
 
Net Price: 
Yes – 234 
No – 45 
 
Institutions required to complete both surveys: 
Yes – 41 
No – 5 
 

Control of Student Charges 
 
Control of student charges on the 2018 College Affordability 
and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
 
Are student charges (tuition and fee rates) 
within the exclusive control of the institution? 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
Yes – 201 
No – 45 
 
Net Price: 
Yes – 193 
No – 40 
 
Institutions required to complete both surveys: 
Yes – 41 
No – 5 
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The average burden hours for both Tuition & Fees and Net Price were recalculated to clean up some calculation 
discrepancies from the original report. 
Burden Estimate 
 
Finally, institutions were asked if the estimated 
burden of 3.27 hours for the survey was found to be 
accurate. By default, this was set to “yes,” and 263 
institutions (46 percent) did not change the response. 
The average of all responses to this question for both 
surveys was 3.55 hours. 
 
Of the 313 institutions that changed their response to 
“no,” 68 percent of responses reported a number 
lower than the original burden estimate of 3.27 hours. 
The burden estimates provided ranged from 0.1 hours 
from a private for-profit, less-than-two-year 
institution to 200 hours from a public two-year 
institution. Of the 18 institutions that entered a 
burden estimate of 10 or more hours, nine were four- 
year schools. 
 
Average reported burden in hours, by survey and 
institutional sector 
 
Tuition and Fees 
 
Public, 4-year – 5.05 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 2.10  
Private for-profit, 4-year – 2.10 
Public, 2-year – 4.58 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 2.91 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.33 
Public, less-than-2-year – 3.04 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.11 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.02 
 
Net Price 
 
Public, 4-year – 4.89 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 3.30 
Private for-profit, 4-year – 2.19 
Public, 2-year – 8.11 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 3.33 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.49 
Public, less-than-2-year – 3.19 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.64 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.49 

Burden Estimate 
 
Finally, institutions were asked if the estimated burden of 3.27 
hours for the survey was found to be accurate. By default, this 
was set to “yes,” and 261 institutions (46 percent) did not 
change the response. The average of all responses to this 
question for both surveys was 3.55 hours. 
 
 
Of the 310 institutions that changed their response to “no,” 68 
percent of responses reported a number lower than the 
original burden estimate of 3.27 hours. The burden estimates 
provided ranged from 0.1 hours from a private for-profit, less-
than-two-year institution to 200 hours from a public two-year 
institution. Of the 18 institutions that entered a burden 
estimate of 10 or more hours, nine were four- year schools. 
 
Average reported burden in hours, by survey and 
institutional sector 
 
Tuition and Fees 
 
Public, 4-year – 5.11 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 3.22  
Private for-profit, 4-year – 2.10 
Public, 2-year – 4.92 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 2.91 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.33 
Public, less-than-2-year – 3.62 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.26 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.02 
 
Net Price 
 
Public, 4-year – 4.89 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 3.36  
Private for-profit, 4-year – 2.19 
Public, 2-year – 8.11 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 3.33 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.49 
Public, less-than-2-year – 3.19 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.64 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.49 

 
To view the original 2018 CATEF Report in its entirety, please visit 
https://collegecost.ed.gov/wwwroot/documents/CATEF_Summary_2018.pdf  

 

https://collegecost.ed.gov/wwwroot/documents/CATEF_Summary_2018.pdf
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2019 CATEF Collection 

Affected Institution 

Sector Sector 
name 

UnitID OPEID Name of 
institution 

State Calendar 
system 

2014-
15 
Tuition 
and 
fees 

2016-
17 
Tuition 
and 
fees 

3-Year 
Dollar 
Increase 

Percent 
change 

4 Public, 
2-year 

155292 00192500 Kansas City 
Kansas 
Community 
College 

KS Academic $2,640 $3,240 $600 23% 

2019 CATEF Report   Amended 2019 CATEF Report  
Summary of Results 
 
Of the 552 required 2019 CATEF surveys, a total of 286 
institutions were identified on the Highest Increase in 
Tuition and Fees CATC list and 266 on the Highest 
Increase in Net Price CATC list—36 of which were on 
both lists.14 This collection year, 100 percent of the 
institutions required to complete the CATEF did so. 

Summary of Results 
 
Of the 551 required 2019 CATEF surveys, a total of 285 
institutions were identified on the Highest Increase in Tuition 
and Fees CATC list and 266 on the Highest Increase in Net 
Price CATC list—36 of which were on both lists.14 This 
collection year, 100 percent of the institutions required to 
complete the CATEF did so. 

Demographics 
 
Number of institutions required to complete a 2019 
College Affordability and Transparency Explanation 
Form, by survey 
 
Tuition and Fees – 250 
Net Price – 230 
Both - 36 

Demographics 
 
Number of institutions required to complete a 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
 
Tuition and Fees – 249 
Net Price – 230 
Both - 36 

 
“Representation of schools in IPEDS and/or Tuition and Fees or Net Price College Affordability and Transparency 
Explanation Form” was first introduced in the 2019 CATEF report so there was no correction to be made in 2017 or 2018 
 

Original Representation of schools by state 
 

Representation of schools in IPEDS and/or Tuition and Fees or Net Price College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form 

State Percent of 
institutions 
reporting 
to IPEDS 

(n = 6,760) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Tuition 
and Fees CATEF 

(n = 286) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Net 
Price CATEF 

(n=266) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 
complete at 

least one 
CATEF Survey 

(n = 516) 

Percent of 
institutions 

in each 
state 

required to 
complete 

CATEF 

Alabama 1.32% 2.10% 0.38% 1.36% 7.87% 
Alaska 0.13% 0.35% 0.38% 0.39% 22.22% 
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Representation of schools in IPEDS and/or Tuition and Fees or Net Price College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form 

State Percent of 
institutions 
reporting 
to IPEDS 

(n = 6,760) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Tuition 
and Fees CATEF 

(n = 286) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Net 
Price CATEF 

(n=266) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 
complete at 

least one 
CATEF Survey 

(n = 516) 

Percent of 
institutions 

in each 
state 

required to 
complete 

CATEF 

American 
Samoa 

0.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Arizona 1.82% 1.40% 0.38% 0.97% 4.07% 
Arkansas 1.20% 2.80% 2.63% 2.71% 17.28% 
California 9.82% 6.64% 12.41% 9.11% 7.08% 
Colorado 1.67% 1.75% 2.26% 1.94% 8.77% 

Connecticut 1.26% 0.70% 1.13% 0.97% 5.88% 
Delaware 0.25% 0.70% 0.38% 0.58% 17.65% 
District of 
Columbia 

0.33% 0.00% 0.38% 0.19% 4.55% 

Federated States 
of Micronesia 

0.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Florida 5.43% 5.24% 6.02% 5.81% 8.17% 
Georgia 2.44% 2.80% 1.88% 2.33% 7.27% 
Guam 0.04% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Hawaii 0.37% 0.35% 0.38% 0.39% 8.00% 
Idaho 0.58% 0.35% 0.00% 0.19% 2.56% 
Illinois 3.98% 3.85% 2.26% 3.10% 5.95% 
Indiana 1.75% 1.75% 1.88% 1.74% 7.62% 

Iowa 1.30% 0.70% 0.75% 0.78% 4.55% 
Kansas 1.21% 2.45% 1.50% 2.13% 13.41% 

Kentucky 1.41% 1.05% 1.88% 1.55% 8.42% 
Louisiana 1.80% 4.55% 2.26% 3.49% 14.75% 

Maine 0.56% 0.70% 0.00% 0.39% 5.26% 
Marshall 
Islands 

0.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Maryland 1.32% 0.00% 1.13% 0.58% 3.37% 
Massachusetts 2.63% 1.40% 0.00% 0.78% 2.25% 

Michigan 2.49% 3.85% 3.38% 3.49% 10.71% 
Minnesota 1.72% 1.05% 0.38% 0.78% 3.45% 
Mississippi 0.84% 0.70% 3.01% 1.55% 14.03% 

Missouri 2.65% 3.15% 1.50% 2.52% 7.26% 
Montana 0.44% 0.35% 0.75% 0.39% 6.67% 
Nebraska 0.71% 0.70% 0.38% 0.58% 6.25% 
Nevada 0.62% 0.70% 0.38% 0.39% 4.76% 

New 
Hampshire 

0.58% 0.00% 0.38% 0.19% 2.56% 

New Jersey 2.20% 1.05% 4.51% 2.91% 10.07% 
New Mexico 0.72% 1.05% 1.13% 0.97% 10.20% 

New York 6.58% 8.04% 8.65% 8.53% 9.89% 
North Carolina 2.62% 2.10% 2.63% 1.94% 5.65% 
North Dakota 0.43% 0.00% 0.75% 0.39% 6.90% 

Northern 
Mariana Islands 

0.02% 0.35% 0.00% 0.19% 100% 



16 
 

Representation of schools in IPEDS and/or Tuition and Fees or Net Price College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form 

State Percent of 
institutions 
reporting 
to IPEDS 

(n = 6,760) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Tuition 
and Fees CATEF 

(n = 286) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Net 
Price CATEF 

(n=266) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 
complete at 

least one 
CATEF Survey 

(n = 516) 

Percent of 
institutions 

in each 
state 

required to 
complete 

CATEF 

Ohio 4.60% 3.50% 4.89% 4.26% 7.07% 
Oklahoma 1.95% 3.15% 3.38% 3.10% 12.12% 

Oregon 1.30% 0.70% 0.75% 0.78% 4.55% 
Palau 0.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Pennsylvania 5.37% 5.59% 2.63% 4.26% 6.06% 
Puerto Rico 2.14% 1.40% 6.02% 3.68% 13.10% 

Rhode Island 0.36% 0.35% 0.00% 0.19% 4.17% 
South Carolina 1.55% 2.80% 0/38% 1.55% 7.62% 
South Dakota 0.41% 1.05% 0.38% 0.78% 14.29% 

Tennessee 2.54% 2.45% 2.26% 2.13% 6.40% 
Texas 6.17% 5.94% 4.89% 5.62% 6.95% 
Utah 1.08% 1.75% 1.13% 1.16% 8.22% 

Vermont 0.37% 0.35% 0.00% 0.19% 4.00% 
Virgin Islands 0.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Virginia 2.35% 4.20% 1.13% 2.71% 8.81% 
Washington 1.69% 1.05% 1.13% 1.16% 5.26% 

West Virginia 1.11% 0.70% 1.88% 1.36% 9.33% 
Wisconsin 1.51% 0.35% 1.13% 0.78% 3.92% 
Wyoming 0.16% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

 

Amended Representation of schools by state 
 

 

Table 5: Representation of schools in IPEDS and/or Tuition and Fees or Net Price College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form 

State Percent of 
institutions 
reporting 
to IPEDS 

(n = 6,760) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Tuition 
and Fees CATEF 

(n = 285) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Net 
Price CATEF 

(n=266) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 
complete at 

least one 
CATEF Survey 

(n = 515) 

Percent of 
institutions 

in each 
state 

required to 
complete 

CATEF 

Alabama 1.32% 2.11% 0.38% 1.36% 7.87% 
Alaska 0.13% 0.35% 0.38% 0.39% 22.22% 

American 
Samoa 

0.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Arizona 1.82% 1.40% 0.38% 0.97% 4.07% 
Arkansas 1.20% 2.81% 2.63% 2.91% 17.28% 
California 9.82% 6.67% 12.41% 10.10% 7.08% 
Colorado 1.67% 1.75% 2.26% 2.14% 8.77% 

Connecticut 1.26% 0.70% 1.13% 0.78% 5.88% 
Delaware 0.25% 0.70% 0.38% 0.58% 17.65% 
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Representation of schools in IPEDS and/or Tuition and Fees or Net Price College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form 

State Percent of 
institutions 
reporting 
to IPEDS 

(n = 6,760) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Tuition 
and Fees CATEF 

(n = 286) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Net 
Price CATEF 

(n=266) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 
complete at 

least one 
CATEF Survey 

(n = 516) 

Percent of 
institutions 

in each 
state 

required to 
complete 

CATEF 

District of 
Columbia 

0.33% 0.00% 0.38% 0.19% 4.55% 

Federated States 
of Micronesia 

0.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Florida 5.43% 5.26% 6.02% 6.02% 8.17% 
Georgia 2.44% 2.81% 1.88% 2.52% 7.27% 
Guam 0.04% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Hawaii 0.37% 0.35% 0.38% 0.39% 8.00% 
Idaho 0.58% 0.35% 0.00% 0.19% 2.56% 
Illinois 3.98% 3.86% 2.26% 3.30% 5.95% 
Indiana 1.75% 1.75% 1.88% 1.94% 7.62% 

Iowa 1.30% 0.70% 0.75% 0.78% 4.55% 
Kansas 1.21% 2.11% 1.50% 1.94% 13.41% 

Kentucky 1.41% 1.05% 1.88% 1.55% 8.42% 
Louisiana 1.80% 4.56% 2.26% 3.69% 14.75% 

Maine 0.56% 0.70% 0.00% 0.39% 5.26% 
Marshall 
Islands 

0.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Maryland 1.32% 0.00% 1.13% 0.58% 3.37% 
Massachusetts 2.63% 1.40% 0.00% 0.78% 2.25% 

Michigan 2.49% 3.86% 3.38% 3.88% 10.71% 
Minnesota 1.72% 1.05% 0.38% 0.78% 3.45% 
Mississippi 0.84% 0.70% 3.01% 1.94% 14.03% 

Missouri 2.65% 3.16% 1.50% 2.52% 7.26% 
Montana 0.44% 0.35% 0.75% 0.39% 6.67% 
Nebraska 0.71% 0.70% 0.38% 0.58% 6.25% 
Nevada 0.62% 0.70% 0.38% 0.39% 4.76% 

New 
Hampshire 

0.58% 0.00% 0.38% 0.19% 2.56% 

New Jersey 2.20% 1.05% 4.51% 2.91% 10.07% 
New Mexico 0.72% 1.05% 1.13% 1.17% 10.20% 

New York 6.58% 8.07% 8.65% 8.93% 9.89% 
North Carolina 2.62% 2.11% 2.63% 2.52% 5.65% 
North Dakota 0.43% 0.00% 0.75% 0.39% 6.90% 

Northern 
Mariana Islands 

0.02% 0.35% 0.00% 0.19% 100% 

Ohio 4.60% 3.51% 4.89% 4.47% 7.07% 
Oklahoma 1.95% 3.16% 3.38% 3.50% 12.12% 

Oregon 1.30% 0.70% 0.75% 0.78% 4.55% 
Palau 0.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Pennsylvania 5.37% 5.61% 2.63% 4.47% 6.06% 
Puerto Rico 2.14% 1.40% 6.02% 3.88% 13.10% 

Rhode Island 0.36% 0.35% 0.00% 0.19% 4.17% 
South Carolina 1.55% 2.81% 0.38% 1.75% 7.62% 
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Representation of schools in IPEDS and/or Tuition and Fees or Net Price College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form 

State Percent of 
institutions 
reporting 
to IPEDS 

(n = 6,760) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Tuition 
and Fees CATEF 

(n = 286) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 

complete Net 
Price CATEF 

(n=266) 

Percent of 
institutions 
required to 
complete at 

least one 
CATEF Survey 

(n = 516) 

Percent of 
institutions 

in each 
state 

required to 
complete 

CATEF 

South Dakota 0.41% 1.05% 0.38% 0.78% 14.29% 
Tennessee 2.54% 2.46% 2.26% 2.13% 6.40% 

Texas 6.17% 5.96% 4.89% 5.83% 6.95% 
Utah 1.08% 1.75% 1.13% 1.55% 8.22% 

Vermont 0.37% 0.35% 0.00% 0.19% 4.00% 
Virgin Islands 0.02% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Virginia 2.35% 4.21% 1.13% 2.91% 8.81% 
Washington 1.69% 1.05% 1.13% 1.17% 5.26% 

West Virginia 1.11% 0.70% 1.88% 1.36% 9.33% 
Wisconsin 1.51% 0.35% 1.13% 0.78% 3.92% 
Wyoming 0.16% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

 

Sector  
 
Number of institutions that responded to the 2019 
College Affordability and Transparency Explanation 
Form, by survey and institutional sector 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
Sector 1 – 34 
Sector 2 – 64 
Sector 3 – 31 
Sector 4 – 43 
Sector 5 – 6 
Sector 6 – 29 
Sector 7 – 9 
Sector 8 – 6 
Sector 9 – 64 
 

Sector 
 
Number of institutions that responded to the 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
and institutional sector 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
Sector 1 (Public, 4-year) – 34 
Sector 2 (Private not-for-profit, 4-year) – 64 
Sector 3 (Private for-profit, 4-year) – 31 
Sector 4 (Public, 2-year) – 42 
Sector 5 (Private not-for-profit, 2-year) – 6 
Sector 6 (Private for-profit, 2-year) – 29 
Sector 7 (Public, less-than-2-year) – 9 
Sector 8 (Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year) – 6 
Sector 9 (Private for-profit, less-than-2-year) – 64 
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Analysis of Cost Areas 
 
Number of times each cost area was selected in the 
2019 College Affordability and Transparency 
Explanation Form, by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support - 104 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises - 40 
(3) Institutional support - 112 
(4) Instruction - 112 
(5) Net grant aid to students/scholarships - 28 
(6) Other expenses - 81 
(7) Public service - 29 
(8) Research – 34  
(9) Student services – 91  
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support - 105 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises - 41 
(3) Institutional support - 126 
(4) Instruction - 111 
(5) Net grant aid to students/scholarships - 27 
(6) Other expenses - 82 
(7) Public service - 34 
(8) Research – 32  
(9) Student services – 113  
 
Median cost area percent change in the 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support – 25% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 27% 
(3) Institutional support – 23% 
(4) Instruction – 21% 
(5) Net grant aid to students/scholarships and 

fellowships – 69% 
(6) Other expenses - >100% 
(7) Public service – 44% 
(8) Research – 91% 
(9) Student services – 30% 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support – 29% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 46% 
(3) Institutional support – 37% 

Analysis of Cost Areas 
 
Number of times each cost area was selected in the 2019 
College Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support - 98 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises - 41 
(3) Institutional support - 120 
(4) Instruction - 96 
(5) Net grant aid to students/scholarships - 26 
(6) Other expenses - 78 
(7) Public service - 34 
(8) Research – 32  
(9) Student services – 109  
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support - 104 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises - 40 
(3) Institutional support - 110 
(4) Instruction - 109 
(5) Net grant aid to students/scholarships - 28 
(6) Other expenses - 80 
(7) Public service - 29 
(8) Research – 34 
(9) Student services – 91 
 
Median cost area percent change in the 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
(1) Academic support – 25% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 27% 
(3) Institutional support – 23% 
(4) Instruction – 21% 
(5) Net grant aid to students/scholarships and fellowships – 

75% 
(6) Other expenses - >100% 
(7) Public service – 44% 
(8) Research – 3% 
(9) Student services – 30% 
 
Net Price: 
 
(1) Academic support – 29% 
(2) Auxiliary enterprises – 46% 
(3) Institutional support – 37% 
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Median cost area percent change in the 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Net Price continued: 
 
(4) Instruction – 22% 
(5) Net grant aid to students/scholarships and 

fellowships – 45% 
(6) Other expenses - >100% 
(7) Public service – 81% 
(8) Research – >100% 
(9) Student services – 35% 

Median cost area percent change per full time 
equivalent student in the 2019 College Affordability 
and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey and 
cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
1. Academic support – 31% 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – 51% 
3. Institutional support – 24% 
4. Instruction – 15% 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 

fellowships – 93% 
6. Other expenses - >100 
7. Public service – 45% 
8. Research – 74% 
9. Student services – 41% 
 
Net Price: 
 
1. Academic support – 42% 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – 45% 
3. Institutional support – 37% 
4. Instruction – 23% 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 

fellowships – 50% 
6. Other expenses - >100 
7. Public service – 70% 
8. Research – 91% 
9. Student services – 40% 
 
Median cost area dollar increases in the 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
1. Academic support – $77,028 

Median cost area percent change in the 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
and cost area 
 
Net Price continued: 

 
(4) Instruction – 22% 
(5) Net grant aid to students/scholarships and fellowships – 

45% 
(6) Other expenses - >100% 
(7) Public service – 81% 
(8) Research – >51% 
(9) Student services – 35% 

Median cost area percent change per full time equivalent 
student in the 2019 College Affordability and Transparency 
Explanation Form, by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
1. Academic support – 31% 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – 51% 
3. Institutional support – 24% 
4. Instruction – 15% 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 

> 100% 
6. Other expenses - >100 
7. Public service – 45% 
8. Research – 6% 
9. Student services – 42% 
 
Net Price: 
 
1. Academic support – 42% 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – 45% 
3. Institutional support – 37% 
4. Instruction – 23% 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 

50% 
6. Other expenses - >100 
7. Public service – 70% 
8. Research – 37% 
9. Student services – 40% 
 
Median cost area dollar increases in the 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
1. Academic support – $77,028 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – $135,147 
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Median cost area dollar increases in the 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by 
survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees continued: 

 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – $135,147 
3. Institutional support – $273,087 
4. Instruction – $259,907 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 

fellowships – $340,454 
6. Other expenses - $563,229 
7. Public service – $328,449 
8. Research – $170,363 
9. Student services – $285,076 
 
Net Price: 
 
1. Academic support – $132,594 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – $428,651 
3. Institutional support – $228,383 
4. Instruction – $186,133 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – $205,750 
6. Other expenses - $148,793 
7. Public service – $468,611 
8. Research – $213,385 
9. Student services – $87,625 
 
Median cost area dollar increases per full time 
equivalent student in the 2019 College Affordability 
and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey and 
cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
1. Academic support – $266 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – $135 
3. Institutional support – $436 
4. Instruction – $783 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 

fellowships – $476 
6. Other expenses - $1,092 
7. Public service – $107 
8. Research – $170 
9. Student services – $518 
 
Net Price: 
 
1. Academic support – $298 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – $345 
3. Institutional support – $807 
4. Instruction – $972 

Median cost area dollar increases in the 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees continued: 

 
3. Institutional support – $273,087 
4. Instruction – $259,907 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 

$276,730 
6. Other expenses - $540,257 
7. Public service – $328,449 
8. Research – $1,755 
9. Student services – $276,172 
 
Net Price: 
 
1. Academic support – $132,594 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – $428,651 
3. Institutional support – $228,383 
4. Instruction – $186,133 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – $205,750 
6. Other expenses - $131,138 
7. Public service – $468,611 
8. Research – $16,445 
9. Student services – $87,625 
 
Median cost area dollar increases per full time equivalent 
student in the 2019 College Affordability and Transparency 
Explanation Form, by survey and cost area 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
1. Academic support – $266 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – $135 
3. Institutional support – $436 
4. Instruction – $783 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and fellowships – 

$499 
6. Other expenses - $1,015 
7. Public service – $107 
8. Research – $1 
9. Student services – $520 
 
Net Price: 
 
1. Academic support – $298 
2. Auxiliary enterprises – $345 
3. Institutional support – $807 
4. Instruction – $972 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – $333 
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Median cost area dollar increases per full time 
equivalent student in the 2019 College Affordability 
and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey and 
cost area 
 
Net Price continued: 
 
5. Net grant aid to students / scholarships and 
fellowships – $333 
6. Other expenses - $467 
7. Public service – $115 
8. Research – $162 
9. Student services – $300 
 

Median cost area dollar increases per full time equivalent 
student in the 2019 College Affordability and Transparency 
Explanation Form, by survey and cost area 
 
Net Price continued: 
 
6. Other expenses - $390 
7. Public service – $115 
8. Research – $17 
9. Student services – $300 

Control of Student Charges 
 
Control of student charges on the 2019 College 
Affordability and Transparency Explanation Form, by 
survey 
 
Are student charges (tuition and fee rates) 
within the exclusive control of the institution? 
 
Tuition and Fees: 
 
Yes – 232 
No – 55 
 
Net Price: 
 
Yes – 211 
No - 55 
 

Control of Student Charges 
 
Control of student charges on the 2019 College Affordability 
and Transparency Explanation Form, by survey 
 
Are student charges (tuition and fee rates) 
within the exclusive control of the institution? 
 
Tuition and Fees 
 
Yes – 231 
No – 54 
 
Net Price: 
 
Yes – 211 
No - 55 
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Burden Estimate 
 
Finally, institutions were asked if the estimated 
burden of 3.27 hours for the survey was found to be 
accurate. Two hundred and fifty-six institutions (47 
percent) selected “yes,” indicating the estimate was 
accurate. The average of all responses to this question 
for both surveys was 3.28 hours. 
 
Of the 294 institutions that responded “no,” 68 
percent of responses (200 institutions) reported a 
number lower than the original burden estimate of 
3.27 hours. The provided burden estimates ranged 
from 0.01 hours from a private, not-for-profit, less-
than-two-year institution to 48 hours from a public, 
two-year institution. Of the 12 institutions that 
entered a burden estimate of 10 or more hours, five 
were from public, four-year institutions, and seven 
were from public, two-year institutions. 
 
Average reported burden in hours, by survey and 
institutional sector 
 
Tuition and Fees 
 
Public, 4-year – 5.88 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 3.28 
Private for-profit, 4-year – 2.22 
Public, 2-year – 4.18 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 2.42 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.59 
Public, less-than-2-year – 2.82 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 1.93 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.33 
 
Net Price: 
 
Public, 4-year – 4.61 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 2.74 
Private for-profit, 4-year – 3.22 
Public, 2-year – 5.58 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 2.36 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.52 
Public, less-than-2-year – 2.55 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 1.49 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.41 

Burden Estimate 
 
Finally, institutions were asked if the estimated burden of 3.27 
hours for the survey was found to be accurate. Two hundred 
and fifty-five institutions (46 percent) selected “yes,” 
indicating the estimate was accurate. The average of all 
responses to this question for both surveys was 3.28 hours. 
 
 
Of the 294 institutions that responded “no,” 68 percent of 
responses (200 institutions) reported a number lower than the 
original burden estimate of 3.27 hours. The provided burden 
estimates ranged from 0.01 hours from a private, not-for-
profit, less-than-two-year institution to 48 hours from a 
public, two-year institution. Of the 12 institutions that entered 
a burden estimate of 10 or more hours, five were from public, 
four-year institutions, and seven were from public, two-year 
institutions. 
 
Average reported burden in hours, by survey and 
institutional sector 
 
Tuition and Fees 
 
Public, 4-year – 5.88 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 3.28 
Private for-profit, 4-year – 2.22 
Public, 2-year – 4.20 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 2.42 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.59 
Public, less-than-2-year – 2.82 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 1.93 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.33 
 
Net Price: 
 
Public, 4-year – 4.48 
Private not-for-profit, 4-year – 2.70 
Private for-profit, 4-year – 3.22 
Public, 2-year – 5.58 
Private not-for-profit, 2-year – 2.36 
Private for-profit, 2-year – 2.52 
Public, less-than-2-year – 2.55 
Private not-for-profit, less-than-2-year – 1.49 
Private for-profit, less-than-2-year – 2.41 

 
To view the original 2019 CATEF Report in its entirety, please visit 
https://collegecost.ed.gov/wwwroot/documents/CATEF_Summary_2019.pdf  

 

https://collegecost.ed.gov/wwwroot/documents/CATEF_Summary_2019.pdf
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